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Joint Family System Should Make a
Comeback: CM Chandrababu

From Our Staff Reporter
Amaravati,  June, 28 :

Andhra Pradesh Chief Min-
ister N. Chandrababu Naidu
expressed his wish for the
revival of the joint family
system. He said fathers
should take equal respon-
sibility in raising children.
Noting that times have
changed, he remarked that
children are no longer a bur-
den but a valuable asset.

On Sunday, the Chief
Minister participated in the
Pulse Polio immunization

program for children. As
part of National Immuniza-
tion Day, he administered
polio drops to children and
later interacted with their
parents and family mem-
bers. He spent some time
playing with the children,
inquired about their health
conditions and vaccination
status, and urged parents to
ensure that all government-
recommended vaccines are
administered on schedule
for the protection of
children's health. He also

asked parents whether rais-
ing children was becoming
a burden and sought to un-
derstand how working
women balance childcare
with their jobs and liveli-
hoods. During the interac-
tion, the Chief Minister em-
phasized that husbands
and other male family mem-
bers should also share re-
sponsibility in raising chil-
dren. He stated that child-
birth, child-rearing, and
caregiving should not be
viewed solely as a mother's
responsibility. Recalling the
past, he said that members

of joint families actively par-
ticipated in raising children.
Grandparents and other
family members played a
crucial role in instilling val-
ues and shaping children's
character, he noted. The
Chief Minister described
the joint family system as a
strong social institution
and said he would like to
see such a system return. He
added that the government
is encouraging families to
have two or more children
and is undertaking aware-
ness programs to educate
parents on the issue.

Home Minister Anita Lays Foundation
Stones for Two Fish Landing Centres

From Our Staff Reporter
Anakapalli District:

Andhra Pradesh Home
Minister Vangalapudi Anita
and Roads & Buildings
Minister B.C. Janardhan
Reddy visited Nakkapalli
mandal in Payakaraopeta
constituency and laid the
foundation stones for two
Fish Landing Centres pro-
posed at the Boyapadu and
Dondavaka coastal areas.

Local fishermen thanked
the coalition government
and Home Minister Anita
for initiating the projects by
performing the
groundbreaking ceremony
for the Fish Landing Cen-
tres.

Addressing a public meet-
ing at Boyapadu after the
foundation-laying cer-
emony, Anita said that fish-
ermen in the region had
been waiting for a jetty for
several years. She noted
that while three Fish Land-
ing Centres are being estab-

lished in Andhra Pradesh,
two of them have been
sanctioned for the
Payakaraopeta constitu-
ency. She said she shares a
close bond with the fisher-
men of the constituency
and recalled that she had
once worked as a teacher in
a fishing village.

The Home Minister stated
that the coalition govern-
ment has given top priority
to both development and
welfare. She revealed that
nearly ?600 crore worth of
development works have
been undertaken in the con-
stituency over the past two
years. She also said that de-
velopment works worth
Rs.100 crore have been car-
ried out through the Roads
& Buildings Department.
Anita further said that when
some residents of
Rajayyapeta village had
protested against her, police
suggested filing cases
against them, but she in-

structed officials not to reg-
ister any cases. She empha-
sized that political parties
matter only until elections,
while development and wel-
fare should remain the prior-
ity afterward. She an-
nounced that a BC Welfare
Girls’ Hostel has been sanc-
tioned for the constituency
and that a multi-specialty
hospital will also be estab-
lished. Pointing out that
there are around 9,000 fish-
ermen families in the con-
stituency, she said that de-
velopment projects worth
?60 crore benefiting the fish-

ing community were
launched on a single day.
Anita added that the NDA
government is giving special
importance to fishermen and
their villages and is commit-
ted to their overall develop-
ment. Meanwhile, Minister
B.C. Janardhan Reddy
praised Anita’s efforts for the
constituency’s development.
He alleged that leaders of the
opposition “axe party”
(YSRCP) did not speak about
development during their five
years in power and are now
unable to tolerate the ongo-
ing progress.
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MITS Deemed to be a University paving the way
for the future in Artificial Intelligence & Robotics
Madanapalle, June 28(Skyline daily): The admissions

for B Tech Computer Science and Engineering (Artificial
Intelligence and Robotics) course for the academic year
2026-27 have begun at MITS Deemed to be a University
near Madanapalle, said the university’s registrar, Dr D
Pradeep Kumar. He said that in the current global demand
for cutting-edge technological fields like artificial intelli-
gence, robotics, machine learning and automation, this
special course has been designed with the aim of prepar-
ing students according to the needs of future industries.
The course will provide a modern curriculum in line with
the needs of the industry, experienced faculty, state-of-
the-art laboratories, internship opportunities linked to in-
dustries, special training on research and real-time projects,
he said. He explained that students enrolled in this course
will get top job opportunities like Artificial Intelligence
Engineer, Robotics Engineer, Machine Learning Special-
ist, Automation Engineer, Data Scientist. Students who
have completed Intermediate (10+2) MPC and secured at
least 50% marks can apply for this course, he said. Special

scholarships are available based on merit, he said. On this
occasion, the poster of B Tech CSE (Artificial Intelligence
and Robotics) was unveiled by MITS University Founder
and Chancellor Dr N Vijaya Bhaskar Chowdhary, Vice Chan-
cellor Dr C Yuvaraj.

Annamayya District Guide Captains excel
in the Himalayan Wood Badge Course

Madanapalle, June 28(Skyline daily): Two guide cap-
tains from Annamayya district have achieved Himalayan
Wood Badge - HWB qualifying certificates, one of the
highest training qualifications in Bharat Scouts and

Guides, and it is a matter of pride for the district, said
Madithati Narasimha Reddy, District Secretary of Bharat
Scouts and Guides Annamayya. Kumud Mehra, Deputy
Director (Guides), National Headquarters of Bharat
Scouts and Guides, New Delhi, announced the Hima-
layan Wood Badge qualifying results,  he said.
Thudimella Sujatha, a physics teacher at G Reddyvaripalli
Zilla Parishad High School in Sundupalli Mandal, and S
Sivalila, a Telugu teacher at Lakkireddypalli Mandal
Model School, have qualified for Himalayan Wood
Badge qualifying certificates, he said. They achieved
this feat after participating in the Himalayan Wood
Badge Course training held from May 15th to 21st in
Paschimri, Madhya Pradesh. On this occasion, District
Educational Officer, Bharat Scouts and Guides
Annamayya District Chief Commissioner Dr K
Subramaniam heartily congratulated the two guide cap-
tains. He said that this feat achieved by them will further
inspire the Scouting-Guiding movement in the district.

Scouts and Guides Render Services
at National Pulse Polio Centres

Srikalahasti - 28 June (Skyline Daily) As part of the
National Pulse Polio programme, Bharat Scouts and Guides
students rendered voluntary services at various polio cen-
tres set up in Srikalahasti. Around 30 Scouts and Guides
students from Bhaskarpet Municipal School assisted at
polio centres established at Viyyampalli Anganwadi Cen-
tre, Hanuman Junction, Salipeta Sri Rama Temple, and

Bhaskarpet Municipal School. The students helped bring
children to the centres for administering polio drops and
created awareness among parents about the importance of
immunization. The service activities were carried out under
the leadership of APJ Abdul Kalam Open Troop Scout
Master S.K. Azaruddin. Officials appreciated the efforts
and dedication of the Scouts and Guides volunteers.

Srikalahasti- 28 June ( Skyline Daily) "Though reli-
gions may be different, the hopes and faith of people re-
main the same. Rottela Panduga stands as a symbol of
this unity." Rottela Panduga was celebrated with great
devotion and enthusiasm at the Joomlesha Peer Dargah in
Panagal, Srikalahasti. A large number of devotees from
various places participated in the festival and fulfilled their
vows Devotees exchanged rotis (bread) with one another
as a mark of gratitude for the fulfillment of their wishes
and offered special prayers. People exchanged rotis seek-
ing blessings for children, good health, education, em-
ployment, marriage, and other aspirations Rottela Panduga

Rottela Panduga Celebrated
Grandly at Dargah in Srikalahasti

Celebrated Grandly at Dargah in SrikalahastiRottela
Panduga Celebrated Grandly at Dargah in Srikalahasti The
Dargah management made necessary arrangements for the
devotees. The festival, which symbolizes communal har-
mony, witnessed participation from people of all communi-
ties, reflecting the spirit of faith, unity, and brotherhood.

An Annadanam (community meal) was organized for the
devotees after the celebrations. The event was attended
by the Dargah pontiffs and members of the Urs Committee.

'India Emerging As Global Power Under PM Modi':
Marco Rubio Hails Strong India-US Partnership

Washington: US Secre-
tary of State Marco Rubio
has said that India, under
the leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, is
on its way to becoming a
global power and is increas-
ingly participating in the
decisions being made on
the international stage.
Speaking exclusively to
IANS at the White House,
Rubio said that India is a
"close partner and ally" of
the United States and added
that the relationship be-
tween Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Presi-
dent Donald Trump
"couldn't be closer". He
also said that the United
States wants to play a big-
ger role in meeting India's
growing energy needs,
backing New Delhi's strat-
egy of diversifying its en-
ergy sources while arguing
that closer India-US coop-
eration can strengthen
long-term energy security.

How do you view Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
role in India's progress and
his global standing?

Marco Rubio: "We're
enormous fans of Prime
Minister Modi and what
he's done. He leads a coun-

try that's making incredible
gains economically. And it's
really coming into its own
as a global power, a coun-
try that's increasingly ac-
counted for in decisions
being made on the global
stage."

How do you think the In-
dia-US relationship has
progressed in recent times?

Marco Rubio: "I think it's
going fantastic. It's very
strong. We had a great meet-
ing with the Prime Minister
and the President at the G7,
and we're hoping to finalise a
trade deal. We're in the last
inches of getting it done, and
it's very positive. We look
forward to re-engaging again
in another Quad meeting
very soon, which India and I
look forward to attending
before the end of the year, and
setting up a Presidential visit
in the early part of next year."

What do you think about
President Trump's visit to
India?

Marco Rubio: "We're
hoping, and that's what
we're working towards,
sometime early next year to
have the President come,
and I think it's very posi-
tive. India is such a close
partner and ally of the

United States, and the rela-
tionship between the Prime
Minister and the President
couldn't be closer, which I
think is really important in
diplomacy."

India's energy require-
ment has been impacted
due to the West Asia con-
flict. How do you think
both countries can work
together to address the
needs?

Marco Rubio: "I think In-
dia has been focused for a
very long time on diversi-
fying its sources of energy,
and I think that trend will
continue, and we certainly
would love to be a part of
that. We think we have
some solutions in that re-
gard. But beyond that, I
would say that one of the
reasons why the President
has given peace a chance
in the Middle East is the
desire to see more fuel en-
ter the marketplace for our
allies. But I think the long-
term solution really is to di-
versify supplies. And I
know India has been talk-
ing to not just the United
States but also Venezuela.
We're working with them
very closely to increase their
production capacity. I think

they could serve India,
which is one of the few
countries in the world with
the ability to refine the
heavy crude that Venezuela
produces. That's a thing we
look to facilitate as well."

What is your vision of the
India-US relationship?

Marco Rubio: "It's very
amazing, between the larg-
est democracy in the world
and the oldest democracy in
the world. We have so much
aligned and in common that
we can build and work on
together—our interests in
economics, supply chains,
critical minerals, energy, se-
curity and the freedom of
navigation. These are all is-
sues that bind us together.
We're aligned on so many
things, obviously. We have
a very strong Indian-Ameri-
can community as well,
which is an additional link
between our countries."

You are quite popular
among the Indian-Ameri-
can community. What do
you have to say about
that?

Marco Rubio: "I'm glad to
hear that. I appreciate that
very much. It's a community
that's enriched our country
in many ways."

India Launches Operation
Amistad for Quake-Hit Venezuela

Mumbai/New Delhi: India
has launched Operation
Amistad, a major humanitar-
ian mission to provide emer-
gency medical and relief
assistance to northern Ven-
ezuela following two pow-
erful earthquakes that have
claimed more than 235 lives
and left over 4,300 people
injured. In a press statement
released in Mumbai, the
Ministry of External Affairs
said that two Indian Air
Force C-17 Globemaster air-
craft departed on Friday
carrying a 41-member medi-
cal team from the Indian
Army's renowned 60 Para
Field Hospital, a fully
equipped field hospital
unit, medicines, two indig-
enously developed
BHISHM Cubes, and nearly
35 tonnes of relief supplies.
Announcing the mission,
External Affairs Minister Dr
S. Jaishankar said India
stood with the people and
Government of Venezuela

during the crisis. In a post
on X, he said the relief pack-
age included medical equip-
ment, medicines and
BHISHM Cubes, reaffirm-
ing India's commitment to
supporting disaster-hit na-
tions. The specialist medi-
cal contingent comprises
nine military doctors and is
equipped to provide emer-
gency treatment, trauma
care and complex surgical
procedures in the earth-
quake-affected region. A
key feature of the mission
is the deployment of two
BHISHM Cubes, devel-
oped under India's Aarogya
Maitri Project. These rap-
idly deployable modular
field hospitals can be made
operational within minutes
and are equipped with por-
table ventilators, surgical
instruments and oxygen
support systems. Each unit
is capable of providing criti-
cal medical care to around
200 patients at a time.

The operation under-
scores India's growing role
as a global first responder
in humanitarian crises.

Guided by the principle
of Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam—"the world
is one family"—India has
previously mounted relief
operations following the
2023 earthquakes in Türkiye
and Syria, Cyclone Mocha
in Myanmar, the 2015 Nepal
earthquake, and the

COVID-19 pandemic, dur-
ing which it supplied vac-
cines to more than 100
countries. The relief mis-
sion, covering a distance of
nearly 14,300 kilometres, re-
flects the strong bilateral
ties between India and Ven-
ezuela while reinforcing
India's reputation as a re-
sponsible and compassion-
ate global power committed
to humanitarian assistance
and disaster relief.

Delhi Road Rage: Woman
Assaults Cab Driver

New Delhi: A heated road rage exchange between a
woman driving a Skoda Rapid car bearing a Haryana num-
ber plate and a cab driver erupted in the middle of Palam
Road near Dwarka Sector-1, Delhi, with the high-volume
drama captured on camera. According to the taxi driver,
the altercation started when the Skoda car allegedly col-
lided with his vehicle. This led to a chaotic scene as the
woman and another occupant from the car reportedly cre-
ated a major ruckus on the busy road. The cab driver has
alleged that he was verbally abused and physically as-
saulted during the confrontation.

People Are Noticing YSRCP’s Double Standards
on Amaravati: Minister Ramprasad Reddy

Amaravati, June 28:
Andhra Pradesh Transport
Minister Mandipalli
Ramprasad Reddy criti-
cized YSRCP leaders, al-
leging that those who
weakened the capital city
of Amaravati during their
five-year tenure are now
trying to provoke the pub-
lic. He asserted that YSRCP
leaders, who never ac-
cepted Amaravati as the
state capital, have no
moral right to visit the re-
gion now. Speaking to the

media in Amaravati on
Sunday, the minister said
that obstructing the
people's capital,
Amaravati, has become a
political agenda for the
YSRCP. He accused the
party of visiting Amaravati
not for development, but to
create unrest and contro-
versy. Ramprasad Reddy
stated that the confronta-
tional attitude of YSRCP
leaders is responsible for
tensions in areas where
construction activities are

underway. While people
are welcoming the devel-
opment of Amaravati, the
YSRCP is attempting to
create obstacles, he al-
leged. He added that the
public is closely observing
what he described as the
party’s double standards
regarding Amaravati. Ac-
cording to the minister,
YSRCP leaders have
launched yet another po-
litical drama in Amaravati
solely for political gain.
The Transport Minister re-

iterated that the coalition
government remains firmly
committed to the develop-
ment of Amaravati. He
warned YSRCP leaders
that no conspiracy or po-
litical maneuvering would
be able to halt the con-
struction and progress of
the capital city. He fur-
ther stated that  the
people do not support
politics that obstruct the
state's development and
urged YSRCP leaders to
recognize this reality.
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Sustainable Governance
Still a Distant Goal

It would be difficult to dismiss as insincere the
remarks made by British Prime Minister Keir
Starmer while resigning from office, claiming that
he had remained committed to his principles
throughout his tenure. However, the harsh real-
ity is that he too has joined the list of prime min-
isters who failed to fulfill the hopes of the British
people, who have long been waiting for stable
governance and a strong economy. With
Starmer’s resignation, the number of British
prime ministers who have stepped down in the
past decade has risen to six. Few would have
imagined that Starmer, who played a crucial role
in ending 14 years of Conservative Party rule
and securing a landslide victory for the Labour
Party, would leave office after just two years. As
the saying goes, there can be countless reasons
behind a downfall, and Starmer’s resignation is
no exception. Unexpected controversies and un-
foreseen developments severely destabilized
his government. Some of the decisions he took
soon after assuming office backfired. In an ef-
fort to revive the struggling economy, his gov-
ernment cut winter fuel allowances, depriving
nearly ten million people of the benefit. Reforms
in welfare schemes also generated public dis-
satisfaction. Adding to these challenges, Deputy
Prime Minister Angela Rayner resigned less
than a year after the government was formed
amid allegations of tax evasion. For Starmer,
who had promised a government based on ethi-
cal values, this development proved deeply em-
barrassing. The appointment of Peter
Mandelson as the United Kingdom’s ambassa-
dor to the United States also became an unex-
pected headache. Starmer likely did not fore-
see that appointing a close friend to the presti-
gious post would eventually threaten his own po-
sition. When Mandelson’s alleged association
with Jeffrey Epstein—who was accused of sexu-
ally abusing young girls and trafficking them to
influential figures—became public, questions
arose about Starmer’s judgment and moral stan-
dards. Eventually, he was compelled to apolo-
gize to Epstein’s victims. These controversies
contributed to the Labour Party’s heavy losses
in local elections, which ultimately reflected
poorly on Starmer. As a result, his popularity
steadily declined. Despite domestic setbacks,
Starmer did achieve some notable successes
in international affairs. Securing a trade agree-
ment with U.S. President Donald Trump, known
for being a difficult negotiating partner, was con-
sidered a significant accomplishment. He also
consistently reaffirmed Britain’s support for
Ukraine despite mounting pressures. However,
during the U.S.–Iran conflict, Britain, along with
other European nations, found itself facing
Trump’s displeasure. Meanwhile, speculation is
growing that Andy Burnham, who has emerged
as Starmer’s chief rival within the Labour Party,
could soon take over as prime minister. Reports
suggest that the party leadership is preparing
the ground for Burnham to assume the role im-
mediately after entering the House of Commons
through a by-election, indicating that Labour’s
primary objective is victory in the next general
election, expected in three years. Yet the key
question remains whether any new leader will
be able to provide the stable governance Brit-
ain so desperately needs. With six prime min-
isters having come and gone in just ten years,
many are asking whether governing Britain has
become exceptionally difficult. The incoming
prime minister will need to answer that ques-
tion through action. Challenges such as immi-
gration, welfare reform, and restoring economic
stability will be high on the agenda. Above all,
rebuilding public trust will be essential. What-
ever the outcome, one uncomfortable truth re-
mains: the frequent change of prime ministers
has brought little meaningful change to the lives
of ordinary citizens.

When Jio Platforms file for
what promises to be one of the
largest IPOs in Indian market
history, the natural instinct is
to celebrate. A company that
rewired how 1.4 billion people
connect with the internet is
now inviting public capital into
its story. That is, by any mea-
sure, a significant moment. But,
capital markets have a way of
forcing clarity. When institu-
tional investors price an offer-
ing, they are valuing the next
decade, weighing where value
will be created and by whom.
In that light, the Jio IPO arrives
at a moment when a far more
uncomfortable question about
India's position in the global
technology order deserves ex-
amination without sentiment.
The question is quite straight-
forward. In the age of artificial
intelligence, is India becoming
a net consumer rather than a
producer of the infrastructure
that will govern economic life
for the next half century? The
honest answer is that we are
trending in that direction. Un-
derstanding why, and whether
that trajectory is reversible,
matters more than the celebra-
tion or the alarm.

The Platform Shift Problem
Every generation of technol-

ogy infrastructure produces a
distinct class of winners. The
winners are rarely those who
were strongest in the previous
era. They are those who
recognised, early enough, that
a platform shift had occurred
and committed capital and con-
viction to the new foundational
layer before the window nar-
rowed. India understood this
once. When mobile internet ar-
rived, the government built
Aadhaar and UPI. When 4G
threatened to remain a premium
product serving urban elites,
Jio made the counter intuitive
decision to subsidise access
until scale made the econom-
ics work. From that infrastruc-
ture base, an entire generation
of Indian digital businesses
became possible. Zomato,
Meesho, PhonePe, Nykaa,
Zepto. None of them built the
pipes. All of them needed the
pipes to exist. Artificial intelli-
gence is the next foundational
layer. It is infrastructure itself,
as much as fiber or spectrum.
The distinction matters enor-
mously, and India has yet to
internalise it with the urgency
the moment requires.

The Seduction Of The Ap-
plication Layer

The consensus view that
took hold among Indian tech-
nology leaders roughly two
years ago had the surface logic
of pragmatism. The United
States and China were burning
hundreds of billions on foun-
dational model development.
India's competitive advantage,
the argument ran, lay in its deep
software services capability, its
cost efficiency and its ability
to build applications serving
specific markets and verticals.
Why enter an arms race from a
position of disadvantage? It
was a reasonable , plausible
argument. It deserves to be
taken seriously. There is even
a version of the future where it
proves correct. If AI models
follow the trajectory of cloud
computing or bandwidth, mov-
ing from scarce and expensive
to abundant and cheap, then
the greatest value may ulti-
mately accrue to those who
build indispensable products
and workflows on top of com-
modity intelligence. India's
strengths in enterprise soft-
ware, services delivery, and
market-specific execution
could, in that scenario, prove
more durable than ownership
of any underlying model. The
concern is that India appears
to be making this bet by default
rather than by design. That dis-
tinction matters because the
ultimate economics of AI remain
unsettled. It is entirely possible
that foundation models evolve
much like cloud infrastructure
which is increasingly abun-
dant, increasingly interchange-

India In The Age Of AI: Producer,
Consumer, Or Bystander?

able with value migrating to-
ward products, workflows and
distribution. If that proves to
be the case, India's instinct to
build at the application layer
may ultimately look prescient
rather than defensive. The
problem is arriving there with-
out having first made a con-
scious strategic choice.There
is a meaningful difference be-
tween choosing the application
layer because you have made
a considered judgment about
where value will compound
rather than drifting toward it
because building foundational
models requires a scale of con-
viction and capital that no in-
stitution has yet organised.
That is the distinction between
strategy and drift. The evi-
dence, at this point, points to-
ward drift.

What the Foundational
Layer Confers

If AI models remain strategic
assets rather than commodities
and serious analysts sit on
both sides of that question,
then the foundational layer
confers three things that the
application layer is structurally
unable to replicate. The first is
pricing power. The second is
data sovereignty. India has
what may be the most valuable
and least systematically cap-
tured training dataset on earth.
Twenty-two scheduled lan-
guages. Over sixteen hundred
dialects. A healthcare system
whose patterns are distinct
from any Western baseline. An
agricultural economy whose
granular data has no equivalent
elsewhere. A legal and admin-
istrative repository that reflects
governance at a scale no other
democracy matches. Very little
of this is being converted into
model intelligence at national
scale. Nor is conversion
straightforward. Much of
India's data remains frag-
mented, inconsistently la-
belled, or protected by legiti-
mate privacy considerations.
Possessing data is not the same
as possessing usable training
corpora. Turning national data
assets into model intelligence
requires governance, stan-
dards and institutional coordi-
nation as much as raw scale.
The third is compounding.
There is, however, another
plausible future. Open-weight
models are improving rapidly,
inference costs continue to
decline and enterprises are in-
creasingly fine-tuning existing
models rather than training en-
tirely new ones. If these trends
accelerate, the barriers to build-
ing competitive AI applications
could fall dramatically. India's
software ecosystem would
then enjoy a much larger op-
portunity than many currently
assume. That possibility de-
serves to be taken seriously. It
simply remains one possible
future rather than an estab-
lished outcome.

One Company, Many Lan-
guages

India's response to this chal-
lenge, at present, is largely em-
bodied in a single organisation.
Sarvam AI is building founda-
tional large language models
for Indian languages. It is do-
ing serious work. It deserves
both acknowledgment and
support. To be fair, the broader
ecosystem is more active than
a single company might sug-
gest. IITs, research laborato-
ries, startups, global capability
centres and several enterprise
AI teams are all contributing
meaningful work. The concern
is not the absence of activity
but the absence of coordina-
tion at the scale that frontier AI
increasingly demands.

What the Markets Are Say-
ing

India's weight in the MSCI
Emerging Markets Index has
compressed. The movement in
equity indices should not be
interpreted as a direct proxy for
national AI capability. Market
weight reflects a range of fac-
tors including sector composi-
tion, valuations and capital
flows. It is best understood as

one signal among many sug-
gesting where investors cur-
rently expect disproportionate
AI-era value to accrue. By 2027,
India's AI sector is projected to
require approximately 2.3 mil-
lion skilled professionals.

The Jio Mirror
Jio's infrastructure play is in-

structive. The analogy is not
perfect. Building a nationwide
telecom network, while enor-
mously capital intensive, differs
fundamentally from competing
against frontier AI laboratories
whose annual research budgets
now run into tens of billions of
dollars. Replicating Jio's
playbook in AI will therefore re-
quire a different institutional ar-
chitecture rather than simply
greater financial ambition.

Deployment Is Also Power
There is another source of

strategic advantage that
should not be overlooked. Even
if India does not emerge as a
dominant producer of frontier
models, it could become the
world's largest laboratory for AI
deployment. Few countries
combine India's scale, diversity

of use cases, software talent
and rapidly digitising
economy. Widespread adop-
tion across healthcare, educa-
tion, agriculture, financial ser-
vices and public administration
could itself generate propri-
etary datasets, operational ex-
pertise and globally exportable
products. Deployment alone
does not substitute for owner-
ship of foundational infrastruc-
ture. But nor is it economically
insignificant. The countries
that shape AI may not all do so
in exactly the same way.

The Clock Problem
The window for consequen-

tial foundational investment in
AI is finite. Frontier AI depends
simultaneously on capital,
world-class researchers, propri-
etary data, engineering talent,
energy infrastructure and pa-
tient institutional leadership.
GPUs can be purchased. The
ecosystem required to use
them at the frontier takes con-
siderably longer to build. His-
tory also suggests that tech-
nological leadership rarely be-
longs permanently to one ge-

ography. The internet era el-
evated companies that barely
existed thirty years ago. Mo-
bile computing reordered the
hierarchy again. AI may well do
the same. The opportunity be-
fore India is therefore to iden-
tify the layer of the AI stack
where it can build enduring
comparative advantage before
today's assumptions harden
into tomorrow's structure.

Producer or Consumer
The trillion-dollar AI company

question is ultimately a question
about economic identity. The
honest assessment today is that
India's trajectory points toward
consumption. That is a condi-
tion, not destiny. The Jio IPO will
generate considerable capital
market attention in the months
ahead. Some of that attention will
focus, appropriately, on Jio's own
AI ambitions. The larger ques-
tion, whether India as a country
is organising itself to produce or
consume AI infrastructure, de-
serves at least as much serious
examination. The clock is run-
ning. The question is whether
anyone is watching it.

Britain Seems To Have A New National
Hobby: Firing Its Prime Ministers

The tale of Britain's revolv-
ing-door prime ministers has
become an embarrassment, if
not the outright butt of social
media jokes and memes.The
churning at alarming regularity
in Downing Street looks less
like democratic renewal and
more like political musical
chairs. The country once prided
itself on political stability. Not
long ago, Margaret Thatcher
spent more than a decade in
Downing Street. Tony Blair
lasted 10 years. Even David
Cameron survived six. Today,
however, the world's one of the
oldest democracies suffers
from an unbelievable inability
to keep a prime minister in of-
ficeIf Andy Burnham eventu-
ally succeeds Keir Starmer, Brit-
ain will have had seven prime
ministers in roughly a decade:
David Cameron, Theresa May,
Boris Johnson, Liz Truss, Rishi
Sunak, Keir Starmer and now
Burnham or someone else. For
a country that likes to lecture
others on stable democratic
governance, it is an astonish-
ing but quite worrying record.
The most obvious question is
why. Why has British democ-
racy become so politically rest-
less? Why do prime ministers
now seem to have shorter shelf
lives and are found easily dis-
posable? Some here believe
that the easy answer is Brexit.
The referendum simply divided
Britain. It also shattered the po-
litical consensus that had ruled
the country for decades. It ex-
posed deep tensions between
London and the rest of the
country, between younger and
older voters, between those
who felt globalisation had ben-
efited them and those who felt
abandoned by it.

No British prime minister
since Brexit has truly escaped
those divisions. Theresa May
was consumed by trying to
implement Brexit. Boris
Johnson won power by prom-
ising to "Get Brexit Done" but
discovered that slogans are
easier than governing. Liz

Truss destroyed her own
premiership in a matter of
weeks. One saw Rishi Sunak
coming as a breath of fresh air.
He inherited a broken Conser-
vative Party but carried on
bravely until he was undone by
the weight of his own promises.
Keir Starmer, who also inherited
a broken country, must be cred-
ited for getting a handsome win
at the election in 2024, tempo-
rarily uniting the people in op-
posite camps. But in many
ways, Starmer's fall is the most
fascinating of them all. Future
historians will struggle to iden-
tify his great political crime. He
did not crash the economy. He
felt the pressure of Trump who
pushed him hard to join him in
the war against Iran, But he did
not lead Britain into war. He
was not involved in any cor-
ruption or scandal  Yet he still
fell. His mistake appears to
have been more subtle. He of-
fered just about enough com-
petence at a time when voters
were demanding transforma-
tion. Britain today is a country
where economic growth has
stagnated, public services are
struggling, housing is increas-
ingly unaffordable and living
standards have barely im-
proved for many households in
years. Voters did not merely
want a more efficient prime min-
ister. They wanted someone
who could persuade them that

the future would be better than
the present. Starmer never
managed to tell that story. He
could never win the war of nar-
ratives against the Reform
Party or other opponents. Ironi-
cally, it's quite shocking to see
that the former chief prosecu-
tor struggled to make his case.
He was seen as a ruler who be-
lieved that seriousness alone
would eventually be rewarded.
But he should have known that
vVoters often forgive mistakes.
What they rarely forgive is a
sense that nothing is changing.
Stagnation is a politician's big-
gest adversary  The other thing
that slowly crept against his
premiership was the rise of Re-
form UK and the wider popu-
list right. Nigel Farage has
achieved something remark-
able. He has convinced millions
of voters that he is an anti-es-
tablishment outsider despite
spending decades in politics.
The more mainstream politi-
cians attacked him, the stron-
ger he appeared to have be-
come. Labour responded by
shifting to the right on migra-
tion and border controls, hop-
ing to win back voters tempted
by Reform. The strategy failed.
And it failed miserably. The
public wanted the original, they
did not want the imitation. The
result was predictable. Labour
lost support both to Reform on
one side and to the Greens on
the other. To be fair Starmer
came to power at a time when
the move to the right had be-
come a force globally. Across
Europe, centre-left parties
faced the same dilemma. Do
they move closer to the popu-
list right or offer a clear alterna-
tive? Starmer chose conver-
gence. His critics now argue
that Burnham is being chosen
because he represents con-
trast. Whether that proves true
remains to be seen. But
Burnham's appeal is easy to
understand. He comes from
northern England. He talks
about jobs, transport, housing
and public services.



Monday, June 29, 2026 Union Minister Bhagirath Choudhary Defends
?99.60 Lakh NHB Subsidy; Congress Demands

Probe Over Conflict Of Interest Claims
Jaipur: Following media reports of an alleged conflict of interest in receiving a subsidy,

Union Minister of State for Agriculture and Farmers Welfare Bhagirath Choudhary has
come under attack from the opposition, with the Congress alleging misuse of power and
corruption in the matter. While Minister Bhagirath Choudhary has denied all the allegations
and said that he applied as a farmer in accordance with the prescribed rules and government
guidelines.  He clarified that he did not conceal any facts and that the entire process was
transparent. The minister is facing charges of receiving a subsidy of approximately Rs
99.60 lakh for cucumber cultivation under his ministry's scheme. The issue came to the fore
following media reports stating that Bhagirath Choudhary's cucumber cultivation project,
developed on an area of 16,592 square metres, was among the 467 projects approved by the
National Horticulture Board (NHB) in 2025.
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Good news for Uttar Pradesh:
Delhi-Lucknow bullet train journey

to take just 2 hours 10 minutes
Jevar to get Rs 6,750 crore electronics projects

Lucknow: Uttar Pradesh
is set for a major electron-
ics manufacturing boost af-
ter Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath and Union Min-
ister Ashwini Vaishnaw laid
the foundation stone for
two electronics projects
worth Rs 6,750 crore in
Jevar, Gautam Buddh Nagar.
The projects are expected
to create jobs, attract fresh
investment and help make
Jevar a major electronics

and semiconductor manu-
facturing hub. The Centre
is also developing a 206-
acre Electronics Manufac-
turing Cluster (EMC) in
Jevar to strengthen the
region's manufacturing
ecosystem and support the
Make in India initiative.

Bullet train to cut Delhi-
Lucknow travel time

Highlighting future con-
nectivity, Ashwini
Vaishnaw said the Delhi-

Lucknow bullet train project
will significantly reduce
travel time in Uttar Pradesh.
According to the minister,
the Delhi-Lucknow journey
will take around two hours
and 10 minutes, while pas-
sengers will be able to travel
from Jevar to Lucknow in
just one hour and 40 min-
utes once the project be-
comes operational.

He said the proposed
Delhi-Lucknow-Varanasi-
Patna-Siliguri Bullet Train
corridor would redefine
connectivity across Uttar
Pradesh, accelerate indus-
trial growth, attract invest-
ment and generate employ-
ment across the state.

Rs 6,750 crore electron-
ics projects launched in
Jevar

The two projects were
launched in Yamuna City,
Jevar, with support from the

Centre and the Uttar Pradesh
government. Speaking at the
event, Vaishnaw said Jevar is
set to emerge as one of
India's leading electronics
and semiconductor manufac-
turing hubs in the coming
years. A 206-acre Electronics
Manufacturing Cluster is be-
ing developed in Sector 10 of
the Yamuna Expressway In-
dustrial Development Au-
thority (YEIDA) to attract
electronics manufacturers
and strengthen domestic
production.

The cluster is being de-
veloped at a cost of around
Rs 417 crore, including Cen-
tral government assistance
of Rs 144 crore. According
to the government, the
project will play a key role
in positioning Uttar
Pradesh as one of India's
leading electronics manu-
facturing destinations.

Jevar to begin manufac-
turing PCBs largely im-
ported by India

Vaishnaw said India cur-
rently imports printed cir-
cuit boards (PCBs) worth
around Rs 40,000 crore ev-
ery year. With the new
project, advanced PCB
manufacturing will begin in
Jevar, reducing dependence
on imports. He said printed
circuit boards are the back-
bone of modern electronics,
and domestic production
will strengthen the Make in
India and Atmanirbhar
Bharat initiatives. Accord-
ing to the government, do-
mestic PCB manufacturing
is expected to reduce India's
dependence on imports,
save foreign exchange, sup-
port ancillary industries,
create skilled jobs and
strengthen the country's
electronics supply chain.

8th Pay Commission latest updates:
7 key developments on fitment factor,

salary hike, stakeholder consultations

Mumbai: The 8th Pay
Commission continues con-
sultations on the fitment
factor, salary revision, pen-
sions and allowances as it
gathers feedback from em-
ployee unions and other
stakeholders across the
country. Although the Com-
mission has not announced
its recommendations yet,
several important develop-
ments have emerged in re-
cent weeks that central gov-
ernment employees and
pensioners should know.
Constituted on November
3, 2025, the 8th Pay Com-
mission is expected to sub-
mit its recommendations
within 18 months of its for-
mation. The panel's recom-
mendations will affect more
than 1.19 crore beneficia-
ries, including around 50
lakh central government
employees and nearly 69
lakh pensioners.

What is the 8th Pay Com-
mission?

The 8th Pay Commission
is a government-appointed
panel responsible for re-
viewing the salary struc-
ture, pensions, allowances
and service conditions of
central government em-
ployees and pensioners.
The Commission is chaired
by former Supreme Court
judge Justice Ranjana
Prakash Desai, with Prof.
Pulak Ghosh as a member
and former IAS officer
Pankaj Jain serving as
Member Secretary. The
Commission is currently in
the consultation and data
collection phase before pre-
paring its final report.

7 key developments in the
8th Pay Commission

1. Stakeholder consulta-
tions gather pace

The Commission has
completed consultation
meetings in Delhi and
Lucknow and has sched-
uled its next rounds of dis-
cussions in Bhubaneswar
on July 6-7 and Kolkata on
July 9-10. These meetings
are aimed at collecting sug-
gestions from employee
unions, pensioner associa-
tions and departmental rep-
resentatives before
finalising its recommenda-
tions.

2. Memorandum submis-
sion deadline extended

To encourage wider par-
ticipation, the Commission
extended the deadline for
submitting memorandums
from May 31 to June 15,
2026. The additional time
enabled more employee
organisations and stake-
holders to submit recom-
mendations on salaries,
pensions, allowances and
service conditions.

3. Online data submission
continues till June 30

Although the memoran-
dum submission window
has closed, the Commission
is accepting online data
submissions from stake-
holders until June 30, 2026.
The information collected
will support the Commis-
sion while drafting its rec-
ommendations.

4. Salary hike demands
intensify

Several employee
organisations have sought
a significant increase in the
minimum basic salary. The
National Council-Joint
Consultative Machinery
(NC-JCM) and the All India
Defence Employees Federa-
tion (AIDEF) have report-
edly demanded a minimum
basic pay of Rs.69,000,
while the Maharashtra Old
Pension Organisation has
proposed Rs.65,000.

5. Fitment factor remains
under discussion

The fitment factor contin-
ues to be one of the most
closely watched issues.
Various employee bodies
have submitted proposals
for higher fitment factors
based on inflation and pay
levels. However, the Com-
mission has not announced
any recommendation on the
fitment factor so far. Under
the 7th Pay Commission,
the fitment factor was fixed
at 2.57.

6. DA, pension and allow-
ance reforms in focus

Apart from salary revi-
sion, employee unions have
sought reforms in Dearness
Allowance (DA), pension
parity, House Rent Allow-
ance (HRA), Travel Allow-
ance (TA), annual incre-
ments and inflation-linked
wage structures. These is-
sues are expected to feature
prominently in the
Commission's final recom-
mendations.

7. Consultant recruitment
underway

The Commission has in-
vited applications for
around 20 consultant posi-
tions on a contractual ba-
sis to support its ongoing
work. The appointments
will be for one year or until
the Commission completes
its tenure, whichever is ear-
lier.

What is the fitment fac-
tor and why is it important?

The fitment factor is a

multiplier used to calculate
the revised basic pay of
central government em-
ployees under a Pay Com-
mission. A higher fitment
factor results in a higher
basic salary, which also af-
fects allowances, pensions
and retirement benefits.

Under the 7th Pay Com-
mission, the fitment factor
was fixed at 2.57, increasing
the minimum basic pay from
Rs.7,000 to Rs.18,000. Sev-
eral employee organisations
have proposed a higher
fitment factor under the 8th
Pay Commission. However,
the Commission has not
recommended any fitment
factor so far.

Which employee
organisations have submit-
ted demands?

Several major employee
organisations have already
submitted memorandums to
the Commission, including:

National Council-Joint
Consultative Machinery
(NC-JCM)

All India Defence Em-
ployees Federation
(AIDEF)

Maharashtra Old Pension
Organisation

Indian Railways Techni-
cal Supervisors Associa-
tion (IRTSA)

Railways Senior Citizens
Welfare Society (RSCWS)

These organisat ions
have submitted propos-
als related to minimum
basic pay, the fitment
factor, Dearness Allow-
ance, pensions, promo-
tions and service condi-
tions.

Has the 8th Pay Commis-
sion announced the fitment
factor?

No. The 8th Pay Com-
mission has not  an-
nounced any fitment fac-
tor, salary hike or pension
revision. The panel is still
consulting stakeholders,
reviewing memorandums
and collecting data before
preparing its recommen-
dations.

Indian Railways completes Delhi-Jind hydrogen train trial
New Delhi: Indian Rail-

ways has successfully com-
pleted a trial run of its hy-
drogen-powered train be-
tween Delhi and Jind, bring-
ing India's first hydrogen-
powered passenger train a
step closer to commercial
launch. The trial evaluated
key safety parameters, in-
cluding emergency braking
distance and train stability
(oscillation), ahead of pas-
senger operations. The de-
velopment comes nearly a
month after the Ministry of
Railways approved the in-
troduction of a 10-coach hy-
drogen fuel cell-based
trainset on the Jind-Sonipat
section of Northern Rail-
way. According to the min-
istry, the train is "all set to
start soon" and will initially
operate on the Jind-Sonipat
route in Haryana as a pilot
project.

Key safety tests con-
ducted during the trial

The trial conducted be-
tween Delhi and Jind fo-
cused on critical operational
and safety aspects of the
hydrogen-powered train.
Engineers assessed emer-
gency braking performance
and train stability to ensure
the train is ready for safe
passenger operations.

India's first hydrogen-

powered passenger train to
run at 75 kmph

The Ministry of Railways
said the hydrogen-powered
train will operate at a maxi-
mum speed of 75 kmph us-
ing a 1,200 kW hydrogen
fuel cell propulsion system.
Hydrogen fuel cell technol-
ogy generates electricity
through a chemical reaction
using hydrogen, with water
vapour as the only emis-
sion, making it a cleaner al-
ternative to conventional
fossil fuel-based rail trans-
port. With this initiative,
India joins countries such
as Germany, Japan, China
and the United States that
are exploring hydrogen-
powered rail transportation.
The project is part of Indian
Railways' broader push to
adopt cleaner and more sus-
tainable transport technolo-
gies while reducing depen-
dence on fossil fuels.

Jind-Sonipat chosen as
pilot route for hydrogen
train

The Jind-Sonipat section
in Haryana has been se-
lected as the pilot route for
the hydrogen train project.
To support operations, In-
dian Railways has estab-
lished an indigenous hy-
drogen storage and refuel-
ling facility at Jind. The Pe-

troleum and Explosives
Safety Organisation (PESO)
has granted the required li-
cence for storing and dis-
pensing compressed hy-
drogen gas at the site. The
ministry said a hydrogen
compression system has
been installed for refuelling
operations, along with tech-
nical support and critical
spare parts to ensure reli-
able and fail-safe function-
ing. A standby compressor
unit is also being arranged.

Safety systems and moni-
toring in place

Hydrogen leak detec-
tors and flame detectors
installed at the hydrogen
production, storage and
dispensing facility will be

regularly inspected and
cleaned to ensure safe op-
erations, the ministry said.
Indian Railways has also
prepared operation and
maintenance manuals for
the hydrogen trainset and
hydrogen plant, approved
by the Research Designs
and Standards
Organisation (RDSO). The
safety framework includes
standard operating
rocedures, regular safety
audits, scheduled mainte-
nance and 24x7 monitoring
of the hydrogen refuelling
system.During the initial
phase of operations,
trained and certified tech-
nical staff will accompany
the train to ensure smooth

functioning.
What does this mean for

travellers?
India's first hydrogen-

powered passenger train
is now a step closer to
commercial launch. The
train will initially operate
on the Jind-Sonipat route
in Haryana as a pilot
project. Passengers will
get a cleaner travel option,
with water vapour as the
only direct emission. The
pilot will help Indian Rail-
ways evaluate the technol-
ogy before expanding it to
more routes. If successful,
hydrogen-powered trains
could be introduced on
more routes across the
country.

FSSAI issues notice to SAJ Food Products over
misleading claims on 'Eat Fit Digestive' biscuits

New Delhi: The Food
Safety and Standards
Authority of India
(FSSAI) has issued a
notice to SAJ Food
Products Pvt Ltd follow-
ing a consumer complaint
alleging misleading
claims on its "Eat Fit
Digestive Biscuits"
packaging. As mentioned
in the notice by FSSAI, it
was stated by the com-
plainant that there was a
false declaration of "100
per cent Atta" in the front
of the label of the prod-
uct. This was found to be
misleading since the
content of the product
revealed that the percent-
age of atta in the biscuit
was only 72.33 per cent.

Several violations of

food advertisements and
labelling laws flagged

In the course of inspec-
tion, there were instances
observed where food
advertisements and
labelling rules were not
adhered to, according to
FSSAI. The issue is with
the "No Added Sugar"
label found on the
packaging of the biscuit
which contained
maltodextrin and glucose
syrup solids. According to
FSSAI, there is reason to
be concerned regarding
the accuracy of the claim
on the package due to the
presence of such ingredi-
ents.

'100% Atta' claim
questioned

FSSAI also found the

"100 per cent Atta" claim
to be non-compliant,
pointing out that the
product contains other
ingredients and additives.
The regulator further
noted that the claim does
not align with its advi-
sory discouraging the use
of "100 per cent" claims
on food products. In
addition, the authority
questioned the scientific
basis for the product
name "Eat Fit Digestive."
Under the Food Safety
and Standards (Advertis-
ing and Claims) Regula-
tions, 2018, any health-
related or functional
claims must be supported
by adequate scientific
evidence. The food
regulator has directed

SAJ Food Products to
submit an explanation
within seven days, stating
why action should not be
initiated against the
company under the
provisions of the FSS Act,
2026. FSSAI said that
failure to provide a
satisfactory response
could result in further
regulatory action as per

applicable provisions of
the law. Earlier, the Food
Safety and Standards
Authority of India (FSSAI)
had stepped up its scrutiny
of misleading labelling
and health-related claims
by issuing notices to 14
Food Business Operators
(FBOs), including major
brands such as Marico and
Param Dairy.

IPOs Next Week: 2 new
mainboard issues, 1 ongoing
offer, key listings ahead

Mumbai: IPOs Next Week: The primary market
is expected to remain active in the coming week,
with two mainboard initial public offerings (IPOs)—
Knack Packaging Ltd and Aastha Spintex Ltd—
scheduled to open for public subscription. Mean-
while, investors are also tracking the ongoing IPO
of CSM Technologies and the upcoming allot-
ments and listings of Waterways Leisure Tourism
and Advit Jewels.

Knack Packaging IPO to open on July 1
Knack Packaging Ltd will launch its Rs 439.50-

crore IPO on July 1, 2026, with the issue closing
on July 3. The public offering comprises a fresh
issue of 2.24 crore shares worth Rs 380 crore
and an offer for sale (OFS) of 0.35 crore shares
aggregating to Rs 59.50 crore. The company has
fixed a price band of Rs 161-170 per share, with
a lot size of 88 shares. At the upper end of the
price band, retail investors will need to invest a
minimum of Rs 14,960. The allotment is expected
on July 6, while listing on the NSE and BSE is
tentatively scheduled for July 8.aging solutions
provider manufacturing printed and laminated
woven polypropylene bags used across indus-
tries including food, agriculture, fertilisers, cement
and chemicals.



Aries
Tooth ache or stomach upset
may create some problems
for you. Take a physician's
advice to get relief immedi-
ately. Any of your chronic
diseases may bother you to-
day, due to which you may
have to go to the hospital and
spend a lot of money. Spend-
ing time with children will be
important. Those who stay
away from their lover can
miss them deeply today. Be-
cause of this, you can talk to
your beloved on the phone
for hours during the night.
Tact will be required while
handling colleagues. Someone
from your past is likely to
contact you and make it a
memorable day. Today, you
will experience that the love
of your partner forgets you
about the pains of life.
Remedy :- Keep water in a
Copper vessel near bedside
at night, and next morning,
pour this water at the root of
a nearest tree, for excellent
health benefits.

Taurus
Your energy level will be high.
There is a possibility of
money loss today, hence you
are required to remain alert
while making transactions or
signing any document. Enjoy
a peaceful and quiet day with
family members-If people
approach you with prob-
lems- Ignore them and don't
let this bother your mind.
Some difference may crop up
with your darling-You will
have difficulty trying to make
your mate understand your
position. Your partner will be
hard to deal with. While
spending free time with your
spouse tonight, you will re-
alize how important it is to
give them more time. Work
pressure had been hampering
your married life since long.
But today, all the grievances
will be vanished.
Remedy :- For enhanced fi-
nancial condition, plant a ba-
nana tree, tend to it and wor-
ship it.

Gemini
A beneficial day and you may
be able to find relief from a
prolong illness. An old friend
can ask you for financial help
today. However, your assis-
tance can weaken your finan-
cial conditions. Children need
to concentrate on studies and
plan for the future. You are
likely to be dazzled by some
natural beauty today. You
will make beneficial career
changes if you present your-
self in a professional manner.
You should try to understand
the things in the right man-
ner, otherwise you'll waste
your free time just thinking
about such scenarios continu-
ously. Today, you will real-
ize that all the vows taken on
your marriage were true. Your
spouse is your soulmate.
Remedy :- Financial life will
become better by using green
vehicles.

Cancer
Misusing personal relations
to fulfil your expectations
would annoy your wife. You
will possess a considerable
amount of money today, and
with it there will be peace of
mind. You will also make im-
portant contacts through
friends. The ecstasy of en-
tire universe is held between
the two who are in love. Yes,
you are the lucky one. You
need to focus on your way
of working to get good results
at the workplace, otherwise
your negative image can get
created in the eyes of your
boss. Today, you will be able
to spend time with your lover
and put forward your feel-
ings in front of him/her. To-
day, your partner might take
you in the realm of a differ-
ent world of love and sensa-
tions.
Remedy :- Wear Green
Coloured clothes

Leo
Your mind will be disturbed with
recent events. Meditation and
yoga will prove to be benefi-
cial for spiritual as well as
physical gains. At the begin-
ning of the day, you may suf-
fer from any financial loss,
which can spoil the whole day.
Try to be reasonable espe-
cially with people who love
and care for you. Exciting day
of romance- Plan something
special for the evening and try
to make it as romantic as pos-
sible. Great day to implement
new projects and plans. You
have spare time today for so-
cializing and follow up with
things that you love doing the
most. Your partner might do
something fabulous uninten-
tionally, which will be really
unforgettable.
Remedy :- For a good finan-
cial life, keep green stones in
flower pots, keep plants in
green bottles, and also have
green tiles in bathroom.

Virgo
If possible try to avoid long
journey as you are too weak
to travel and this could put
further weaken you. Today,
you are likely to attain ben-
efits from the help of your
brother or sister. Think be-
fore sharing your confiden-
tial information with your
spouse. If possible, try to
avoid as she might reveal it
to someone else. Be careful
your romantic partner may
flatter you- don't leave me
alone in this lonely world.
Bold steps and decisions
would bring favourable re-
wards. The natives of this zo-
diac sign would like to spend
more time alone than meet-
ing people today. Today, your
free time can be spent by
cleaning the house. Your
spouse will be full of energy
and love today.
Remedy :- Include use of
white clothes in your daily
wear for good health.

Libra
Work pressure might bring
some stress and tension today.
It should be well understood
that in the hour of grief, your
accumulated wealth will only
help you tackle the situation.
Hence, start saving from to-
day and avoid excessive spend-
ing. A better understanding with
your spouse brings in happi-
ness-peace and prosperity at
home. Your work will take a
backseat- as you find comfort-
pleasure and extreme ecstasy
in the arms of your beloved.
You will be in a strong posi-
tion to put together a team
and work toward a collective
goal. Today, you would like to
do all the things that you used
to love during your childhood.
Romantic songs, aromatic
candles, good food, and some
drinks; the day is all about this
with your spouse.
Remedy :- Distribute sweets and
savouries made of ground yel-
low chana dal to needy people
for amazing health benefits.

Scorpio
Astrological guidance by
a friend will encourage
you to improve your
health. Try to control your
spending- and buy only
the essential items today.
Good time to get involved
into activities that include
youngsters. Erratic
behaviour of your darling
might make your mood
upset. This is an excellent
time for developing pro-
fessional contacts in other
countries. Good day for
some recreation and enter-
tainment. Rude behavior
of your spouse might take
a toll on you today.
Remedy :- Offer seven al-
monds and seven grains
of black grams in Shani
temple and build a strong
love life.

Sagittarius
Outings-parties and pleasure
jaunts will keep you in good
mood today. Money can be
required anytime, so plan
your finances and start sav-
ing now as much as possible.
Let family tension not divert
your attention. Bad times give
us much more. You will be in
a loving mood- so be sure to
make special plans for you
and your beloved. New as-
signments undertaken would
fall short of expectations.
Travel and educational pur-
suits will enhance your
awareness. Those who say
that marriage is all about sex,
they lie. Because today, you
will know what true love is.
Remedy :- For enhanced ca-
reer/work life/business,
brush your teeth with
herbal-based toothpaste
such as neem and babool.

Capricorn
Your frank and fearless
views could hurt the van-
ity of your friend. It's an-
other high-energy day and
unexpected gains are fore-
seen. You will upset your
spouse if you spend
money on things that you
don't immediately require.
Beloved will be in a roman-
tic mood. Daydreaming
will bring your downfall-
Do not count on others to
do your work. You need to
remember that god helps
those who help them-
selves. Today, you will fall
in love with your spouse
again.
Remedy :- Maintain har-
mony and balance in the
family by switching on a
white-light zero watt bulb
in the Northwest direction.

Aquarius
Health will be perfect to-
day. If you were about to
take a loan and had been
engaged in this work for a
long time, then today is
your lucky day. Domestic
work keeps you busy most
of the time. Love will show
positive vibes Good day
for businessmen. A sud-
den trip undertaken for
business purpose will
yield positive results. To-
day, you can think of
spending your free time
carrying out religious
work. During this time, do
not get into unnecessary
conflicts. Today, you will
forget all the hardships of
your life with the love of
your spouse.
Remedy :- For enhancing
positive experiences in the
family, offer 28 drops of
mustard oil near Peepal or
banyan tree or in a pot
filled with mud at home.

Pisces
Cheer up as good time ahead
and you will have additional
energy. You may get into a
fight with your spouse today
over money-related matters.
However, you will fix every-
thing with your calm attitude.
A wonderful day to enjoy the
company of guests. Plan
something special with your
relatives. They would also
appreciate it. A good commu-
nication or a message from
your beloved or spouse will
enhance your morale today.
Added knowledge that you
acquire today would give you
an edge when dealing with
peers. Amidst your busy life,
you will get enough time for
yourself today and be able to
do your favorite things. Mar-
riage had never been so won-
derful before than today.
Remedy :- Accept rice and
silver from your mother and
keep it in your home to im-
prove your financial condi-
tion.

Today’s Horoscope
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Digital India Accelerates AI and Semiconductor Push
hosts over 12,519 datasets,
307 AI models and 20
toolkits, making AI devel-
opment resources openly
accessible to researchers,
startups and institutions
across the country. Twenty
AI solutions have been de-
ployed across 12 sectors
through challenges,
hackathons and in-house
development.

To ensure AI capability
reaches beyond metropoli-
tan centres, 27 Data and AI
Labs have been established
across Tier II and Tier III
cities, 684 Fellowships
awarded to students, and
8.4 million learners sup-
ported through the YUVA
AI course. Eighteen Centres
of Excellence have been set
up across the country, and
20 Indian AI startups have
been supported for capac-
ity building. AI Governance
Guidelines, released in No-
vember 2025, affirm India's
commitment to developing
AI that is safe, inclusive and
trustworthy.

The India AI Impact Sum-
mit 2026, held in February,
marked a defining moment
in India's global AI leader-
ship. The summit brought
together delegations from
over 100 countries and 20
international organisations,
attracting nearly 15 lakh
participants through physi-
cal and virtual engagement.
The India AI Impact Sum-
mit Declaration was
adopted by 92 countries
and organisations, reflect-

ing broad international
support for India's vision of
trustworthy and develop-
ment-oriented AI. The event
catalysed over USD 200 bil-
lion in AI-related investment
commitments and rein-
forced India's position as a
trusted global convenor for
AI research, infrastructure
and digital public goods.

Semiconductor Mission:
From Policy to Production

India's semiconductor
ecosystem has moved de-
cisively from policy to pro-
duction. Under the India
Semiconductor Mission, 12
semiconductor manufactur-
ing projects have been ap-
proved with an investment
pipeline of approximately
?1.64 lakh crore, comprising
one semiconductor fabrica-
tion unit, two compound
semiconductor fabrication
units and nine packaging
units. India Semiconductor
Mission 2.0, announced in
the Union Budget 2026-27,
signals a deepening of the
national commitment to
chip manufacturing, with
focus on semiconductor
equipment, materials, indig-
enous intellectual property
and resilient supply chains.

On the design side, 24
projects are being sup-
ported under the Design
Linked Incentive Scheme,
105 companies have been
assisted with advanced
chip design tools, and 23
design tapeouts have been
completed at various
foundries, including at ad-

vanced nodes, reflecting
India's growing depth in
semiconductor design.

India's emergence as a
global semiconductor des-
tination received strong in-
ternational validation at
SEMICON India 2025,
which brought together
over 350 exhibiting compa-
nies from 48 countries and
regions. The signing of 13
MoUs and the participation
of leading global semicon-
ductor CEOs highlighted
growing international con-
fidence in India's policy
framework and long-term
semiconductor vision.

Electronics Manufactur-
ing: Achieving Global
Scale

The convergence of AI
and semiconductor invest-
ments is already reshaping
India's electronics manufac-
turing landscape. The sec-
tor has grown into an in-
dustry valued at ?13 lakh
crore, and electronics has
emerged as India's third-
largest export category, a
milestone that was unimag-
inable just a decade ago.
India is today the world's
second-largest mobile
phone manufacturer. The
advanced manufacturing
ecosystem now taking
shape, spanning AI-en-
abled data centre compo-
nents, 5G equipment and
high-end networking gear,
is integrating India into glo-
bal technology supply
chains while creating large-
scale employment domesti-

cally.
UPI Completes a De-

cade: India's Global Pay-
ments Leadership

In April 2026, UPI com-
pleted ten years of trans-
forming India's financial
landscape. In FY 2025-26,
the platform recorded
24,162 crore transactions.
UPI now powers 81% of
India's digital payments and
accounts for nearly 49% of
all global real-time digital
transactions, cementing
India's position as the un-
disputed global leader in
real-time payments. UPI is
operational in multiple
countries, and India's Digi-
tal Public Infrastructure has
been formally engaged by
23 nations through coop-
eration agreements.

Expanding Digital In-
frastructure

India's digital backbone
has continued to
strengthen over the past
year. Broadband subscrib-
ers have reached 106.58
crore as of March 2026.
BharatNet has connected
2.18 lakh Gram Panchayats
with high-speed broad-
band, taking digital access
to the last mile of rural In-
dia. India's 5G network now
covers 99.9% of districts,
with 4.74 lakh towers estab-
lished. In February 2026, the
National Data Centre for the
North East Region was
launched at Guwahati,
strengthening digital infra-
structure and data sover-
eignty for the region.

New Delhi (PIB): On 1
July 2015, Digital India was
launched with the vision of
transforming India into a
digitally empowered soci-
ety and knowledge
economy. Eleven years on,
that transformation is vis-
ible at every level of Indian
life, in the village panchayat
connected through high-
speed broadband, in the
farmer receiving direct ben-
efit transfers within sec-
onds, and in the student
accessing quality educa-
tion on a smartphone.
Internet connections have
grown approx four times
than earlier, and the cost of
mobile data has fallen from
Rs.269 per GB to Rs.8–10,
making digital access
among the most affordable
in the world.

As Digital India com-
pletes eleven years, it
stands at a decisive inflec-
tion point. Having built the
foundational layer of digi-
tal infrastructure, financial
inclusion and citizen ser-

vice delivery over its first
decade, the programme is
now anchoring itself in the
frontier domains of Artificial
Intelligence and semicon-
ductor manufacturing, the
two pillars that will define
India's technological future
and underpin the vision of
Viksit Bharat 2047.

IndiaAI Mission: Build-
ing India's Indigenous AI
Ecosystem

The IndiaAI Mission, ap-
proved with an outlay of
over Rs.10,372 crore, has
made significant strides
over the past year. At its
foundation is the establish-
ment of a shared compute
facility with over 45,000
GPUs, creating the compu-
tational backbone for AI re-
search and deployment at
national scale.

Under the AI Foundation
Model pillar, 15 Large Lan-
guage Models and Small
Language Models are being
supported across speech,
text and vision modalities.
The AI Kosh platform now

INS IKSHAK ARRIVES AT
PORT VICTORIA, SEYCHELLES

PORT VICTORIA (PIB): INS Ikshak, Indian Navy's in-
digenously built Survey Vessel Large (SVL), arrived at
Port Victoria, Seychelles, on 26 Jun 2026, as part of her
operational deployment to the South West Indian Ocean
Region. This visit coincides with the 50th National Day
celebrations of Seychelles, underscoring the enduring mari-
time partnership and long-standing friendship between
India and Seychelles. During the port call, INS Ikshak will
participate in the National Day celebrations and engage in
a series of professional interactions with the Seychelles
Defence Forces aimed at enhancing maritime cooperation
and interoperability. The ship will also undertake commu-
nity outreach initiatives, including medical camps and the
distribution of essential supplies, further strengthening
goodwill and people-to-people ties between the two na-
tions. As part of the visit, INS Ikshak will be open to visi-
tors, offering an opportunity to experience the Indian
Navy's capabilities and commitment to promoting regional
maritime security, safety, and cooperation. The deploy-
ment of INS Ikshak reaffirms India's commitment to
strengthening maritime partnerships with friendly nations
and advancing peace, security, and stability in the Indian
Ocean Region, in line with the vision of MAHASAGAR
(Mutual and Holistic Advancement for Security and
Growth Across Regions).

INDIAN NAVY’S TALL SHIP INS SUDARSHINI
ARRIVES IN BALTIMORE, USA

BALTIMORE, USA (PIB): Indian Navy's Sail Training
Ship INS Sudarshini arrived at the Port of Baltimore, Mary-
land, USA, on 26 Jun 2026, as part of the landmark trans-
oceanic expedition, Lokayan 26. The passage from Nor-
folk involved transit through the historic Chesapeake &
Delaware (C&D) Canal beneath major mid-Atlantic bridges.
INS Sudarshini's visit to Baltimore highlights India's rich
maritime heritage and the enduring bonds of friendship
and cooperation between the Indian Navy and the United
States Navy. During her stay, the ship will undertake mari-
time engagement, and community outreach activities ahead
of Sail250 Maryland celebrations commemorating the 250th
anniversary of the United States. Prior to arriving in Balti-
more, Sudarshini participated in Sail250 Virginia celebra-
tions at Norfolk from 19-23 June 2026, joining tall ships
from across the world and representing India in the Pa-
rade of Sail and the City Crew Parade. Having sailed over
13,000 nautical miles in five months from Kochi to Norfolk,
the transoceanic voyage stands as a testament to India's
seafaring traditions and the spirit of Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam, fostering friendship, cooperation, and mu-
tual trust across the oceans.

INDIAN NAVY’S EASTERN FLEET SHIPS
UDAYGIRI, KAVARATTI, AND SHAKTI
ARRIVE AT SATTAHIP, THAILAND

New Delhi (PIB): In-
dian Naval Ships Udaygiri,
Kavaratti, and Shakti of the
Eastern Fleet arrived at
Sattahip, Thailand, as part
of their operational deploy-
ment to the South East Asia
Region. The ships, led by
RAdm Alok Ananda, Flag Officer Commanding Eastern Fleet,
were received by the Royal Thai Navy. The port call is part of
India's continued maritime engagement with South East Asian
nations and reflects the close and long-standing maritime part-
nership between India and Thailand. The visit will include pro-
fessional exchanges, cross-deck visits, operational interactions,
sporting engagements, and community outreach aimed at
strengthening navy-to-navy cooperation and interoperability.
The port call aims to further strengthen camaraderie, mutual
cooperation, and bilateral maritime ties between India and Thai-
land. It also showcases the indigenous design, modular con-
struction, and state-of-the-art technology of Indian Naval ships,
highlighting India's growing capabilities, and credentials as a
reliable partner, in defence technology.
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Actress Pooja Hegde
flaunted her new hairstyle
through her latest social media
post. She took to her official
Instagram handle and posted a
video of herself where she was
seen running her hair through
her freshly chopped short hair.

The ‘Beast’ actress cap-
tioned the post, “I’m a short
hair girlie now (sic)”, followed
by a smiling face emoticon.

Reacting to her new look,
users dropped comments such
as “Short Hair or Long…
You’re the best girlie”, “Love
this one you”, “You looking
gorgeous”, and “Beautiful hair,
stunning look, Pooja u are so
beautiful”, along with others.
Pooja’s feed is full of such
lovely updates from both her
personal and professional life.
Recently, the ‘Deva’ actress
treated her Instagram family
with a glimpse of her latest
workout session.

She uploaded a fun video of
herself walking backwards on
a treadmill in style while record-
ing herself from her phone.
Pooja opted for an orange crop
top, along with matching shorts
as her athleisure. On the pro-
fessional front, Pooja was re-
cently seen as the leading lady
in David Dhawan’s romantic
comedy ‘Hai Jawani Toh Ishq
Hona Hai’, co-starring Varun
Dhawan and Mrunal Thakur.

Joining them were Mouni Roy,
Chunky Panday, Maniesh Paul,
Jimmy Shergill, Rakesh Bedi, and
Ali Asgar, who were seen as the
ancillary cast. ‘Hai Jawani Toh

Pooja Hegde reveals
short hair look

Ishq Hona Hai ‘ marks the fourth
collaboration between Varun and
his father, David Dhawan, after
‘Main Tera Hero’, ‘Judwaa 2’,
and ‘Coolie No. 1’ Backed by
Ramesh Taurani under the ban-
ner of TIPS, ‘Hai Jawani Toh Ishq
Hona Hai’ was out in the cinema

halls on 5th June this year. The
camera work for the drama was
handled by Ayananka Bose with
Ritesh Soni as the head of the
editing department. ‘Hai Jawani
Toh Ishq Hona Hai’ is expected
to be David Dhawan’s final di-
rectorial film.

NTR, Ram Charan, Allu Arjun and Prabhas:
The ever-changing world of star titles

The title “Megastar” has
been synonymous with
Chiranjeevi for decades. For
many fans, especially those
who grew up watching his
films, he is almost always re-
ferred to as Megastar
Chiranjeevi rather than simply
Chiranjeevi. However, before
“Megastar” became perma-
nently attached to his name, he
was popularly known as “Su-
preme Hero.”

In fact, the tradition of Telugu
film stars adopting and chang-
ing monikers goes back several
decades, dating to the era of

the late N.T. Rama Rao.
Even today, leading stars

such as NTR, Ram Charan, Allu
Arjun, Prabhas and Mahesh
Babu continue to update their
screen titles as their careers
evolve. NTR was once widely
known as “Young Tiger.” In
recent years, however, he has
embraced the title “Man of
Masses,” which now accompa-
nies most of his film promo-
tions. Similarly, Allu Arjun car-
ried the “Stylish Star” tag for
many years before transitioning
to “Icon Star,” a title that has
now become firmly associated

with him. Prabhas, who rose to
fame as “Young Rebel Star,” is
increasingly being projected as
the India’s Biggest Superstar
following the success of the
“Baahubali” franchise and
other pan-Indian films.

Mahesh Babu, meanwhile,
was initially promoted as
“Prince.” As his stardom
reached new heights after
“Pokiri,” the industry and fans
gradually began referring to
him as “Superstar Mahesh
Babu.”

The latest addition to this
trend is Ram Charan. Over the

years, he has been known as
“Mega Power Star” and, follow-
ing the global success of
“RRR,” briefly adopted the title
“Global Star.” Recently, how-
ever, Chiranjeevi declared that
Ram Charan would be known
as “New Age Megastar,” stat-
ing that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had used the
phrase while referring to him.

Whether these titles endure
or evolve further, one thing re-
mains constant: in Telugu cin-
ema, monikers continue to be
an important part of a star’s
identity and brand.

Alia Bhatt on ‘Alpha’: Probably one of the most
enjoyable experiences I’ve had on a film set

Bollywood star Alia Bhatt,
who currently awaits the re-
lease of her high-octane
actioner “Alpha”, has spoken
about shooting for the film and
said it is probably one of the
most enjoyable experiences
she’s had on a set. Alia said: “I
had such a good time making
Alpha. It’s probably one of the
most enjoyable experiences
I’ve had on a film set.” The ac-
tress added: “There was some-
thing really exciting about step-
ping into this world of action,
scale, and adventure. It pushed
me in ways I hadn’t experienced
before, and I loved every bit of
it.” What she loved the most
was that at the heart of it “were
two women leading all the ac-
tion.” “We don’t get to see that
very often and I had a lot of
fun being part of that. Alpha is
a celebration of attitude and a
celebration at the movies,” Alia
added. Alia says she was al-
ways excited to be on the sets
of this action entertainer.

She said: “What made it
even more special was getting
to do it with such a fantastic
group of people. Whether it
was our director, cast, the ac-
tion team, or the crew behind
the scenes, there was a real
sense of excitement around

Superstar Rajinikanth is col-
laborating with Kamal Haasan
for two interesting films. In one
of them, the duo will share the
screen together, while in the
other one, Kamal will be a pro-
ducer while Rajini headlines the
project. Initially, KS Ravikumar
was considered later Sundar C
was roped in to do the film and
then, he was replaced with Cibi
Chakravarthy. But finally,
Ashwath Marimuthu is helm-
ing the film. The film’s title was
announced today and Rajini
will play the titular role in
Dharman.

After multiple directors en-
tering and exiting, the team fi-
nally settled on Ashwath, who
has two hits to his credit. Es-
pecially after the success of
Dragon, there is a lot of posi-
tivity around Ashwath’s col-
laborations. It is, in fact, a dream
come true moment for the
young director who has been
waiting to work with
Rajinikanth. The film is going
to be made on a big budget, and
the scale will be massive. If
Ashwath delivers a success, he
will immediately enter the star
league of directors.

Director has raised curiosity
around Dharman by describing
it as a unique blend of
Rajinikanth’s Padayappa and
Kamal Haasan’s Vettaiyaadu

what we were making and I
think some of that energy found
its way onto the screen.”

Alis now looks forward for the
release of the film. “I genuinely
looked forward to going to set
every morning, and I loved ev-
ery minute of it.” Produced by
Aditya Chopra and directed by

Shiv Rawail of The Railway Men
fame, Alpha is set to release on
July 3. It is the seventh install-
ment in the YRF Spy Universe.
The film also stars Sharvari, Anil
Kapoor, and Bobby Deol in the
lead roles, with Hrithik Roshan
appearing in an extended cameo
appearance.

‘We Must Win At Any Cost’:
Rajini To Young Director!

Vilayaadu. He also hinted that
Rajinikanth will be seen in a
completely different avatar, one
that is expected to surprise au-
diences in a big way.

The director also shared an
interesting conversation with
the Superstar. “When I met
Rajinikanth sir, he told me,
‘We should win at any cost.
We are doing this with RKFI

and Kamal Haasan. Consider
me your assistant. I’ll share
my suggestions for Dharman,
and you can either take them
or ignore them,’” revealed
Ashwath, highlighting
Rajini’s humility despite his
legendary stature.

While Kamal appears ready
to support the film on a grand
scale, the real challenge lies

with Ashwath Marimuthu, who
now has the responsibility of
delivering a solid, compelling
film that lives up to the faith
placed in him by two of Tamil
cinema’s biggest icons. Simran
and Raashi Khanna are also a
part of the film. Anirudh
Ravichander is the film’s music
director. More details of the
film are awaited.

Salman Khan as Karna? Not Easy to Beat Prabhas!
A surprising development

from Bollywood has caught the
attention of movie lovers. Ac-
claimed filmmaker Rakeysh
Omprakash Mehra has report-
edly approached Salman Khan
to headline his long-delayed
mythological epic Karna.

The ambitious project is ex-
pected to be produced by Ex-
cel Entertainment and is being
planned as a two-part cinematic
saga. According to industry
reports, Salman Khan has re-
sponded positively to the pro-
posal, and discussions be-
tween the actor and the makers
are said to be moving forward.
However, the project is still in
the negotiation stage, with no
formal agreement signed yet.
As with any large-scale pro-
duction, there remains a possi-
bility that the collaboration

may or may not materialize. If everything falls into place, the mak-
ers are targeting a mid-2027 production start, making it one of the
most anticipated projects in development. That said, portraying
Karna on screen may come with its own set of challenges for
Salman. The character has already generated immense excitement
through Prabhas’ appearance in Kalki 2898 AD, where his brief
but impactful portrayal of Karna received widespread apprecia-
tion from audiences. The bigger challenge could emerge with Kalki
2. If the sequel fully explores Karna’s journey and showcases
Prabhas in an expanded role, comparisons will be inevitable.

‘Mirzapur: The Movie’ character posters
promise a high-voltage fight for the throne

The makers of the upcoming film ‘Mirzapur’ unveiled character posters of its iconic
characters of Munna Bhaiya, Guddu Bhaiya and Kaleen Bhaiya on Wednesday.
Carrying the message, “Gaddi Hai Toh Hum Hain”, the posters revisit the power,
legacy and rivalries that have defined the Mirzapur universe, instantly sparking
excitement among fans. Taking to their social media, the makers revealed Kaleen
Bhaiya’s (played by Pankaj Tripathi) first-Look character Poster and wrote, “Jo aaya
hai, woh jaayega bhi, bas marzi Kaleen Bhaiya ki hogi. Aapka swagat karte hain bade
parde par. #MirzapurTheMovie, teaser out tomorrow at 12PM. Set a reminder and be
the first ones to watch the teaser”. Sharing Guddu Bhaiya’s (played by Ali Fazal)
character poster, the makers wrote, “Shuru majboori mein kiye the, ab maja aa raha
hai. Guddu Bhaiya aa rahe hain bade parde par, taiyaar hain na? #MirzapurTheMovie,
teaser out tomorrow at 12PM. Set a reminder and be the first ones to watch the
teaser”. The makers also revealed Munna Bhaiya’s (played by Divyenndu) character
poster and wrote, “Hindi philam ke hero hain hum, kaha tha na, hum amar hain.
Munna Bhaiya ka bhaukaal, ab bade parde par. #MirzapurTheMovie, teaser out
tomorrow at 12PM. Set a reminder and be the first ones to watch the teaser. Watch
#MirzapurTheMovie only in cinemas in Hindi & Telugu”. Presented by Amazon
MGM Studios and Excel Entertainment, ‘Mirzapur: The Movie’ is directed by Gurmeet
Singh, written by Puneet Krishna, and produced by Ritesh Sidhwani and Farhan
Akhtar under the banner of Excel Entertainment. The film is co-produced by Kassim
Jagmagia and Vishal Ramchandani. The film is all set to release in Hindi and Telugu
language and is slated for a worldwide theatrical release on September 4, 2026.
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Ryan Cook steps down as
Netherlands head coach

Amsterdam: Ryan Cook has
stepped down as head coach
of the Netherlands men’s
cricket team with immediate ef-
fect, the Royal Dutch Cricket
Association (KNCB) an-
nounced on Thursday, bring-
ing an end to a four-year ten-
ure that oversaw some of the
most significant achievements
in Dutch cricket in recent years.
Cook leaves at a time when the
Netherlands remain firmly in
contention in the Cricket World
Cup League 2 competition, sit-
ting third in the standings with
32 points from 28 matches. The
decision comes following the
birth of Cook’s second child,
with the former South African
cricketer citing the demands of
the role and the need for
greater personal presence as
reasons behind his departure.
Batting coach Heino Kuhn will
take charge on an interim basis
for the Netherlands’ upcoming
Cricket World Cup League 2 fix-
tures, according to Cricinfo.

In a statement released by the
board, Cook reflected on his
journey with the national side
and the progress made during
his tenure. “Coaching the
Dutch men’s team has without
a shadow of a doubt been one
of the highlights of my coach-
ing career so far. It’s been an
absolute pleasure to lead the
journey towards professional-
ism and creating a competitive
cricket team with strong val-
ues,” Cook said.

The 41-year-old took charge
in May 2022 and guided the
Netherlands through a period
of notable growth on and off
the field. Under his leadership,

the team secured qualification
for major ICC events and pro-
duced several memorable per-
formances against Full Member
nations. Explaining his deci-
sion to move on, Cook said the
position now required a level
of commitment he could no
longer provide.

“I thank all at the KNCB and
the Dutch cricket community
for all their continued support
throughout the years. The
KNCB and the team deserve
someone who can give the job
the full, sustained focus and
presence it now requires. I
know that the foundations are
strong and the future is bright,”
he added. Among the high-
lights of Cook’s tenure was the
Netherlands’ qualification for
the 2022 ICC Men’s T20 World
Cup in Australia, where they
registered impressive victories
over Zimbabwe and South Af-
rica. A year later, the Dutch side
earned a place at the 2023 ODI
World Cup in India, marking
their first appearance at the
tournament since 2011.
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High-Quality Research is the Foundation for
Societal Development: Dr. H. Vinod Bhat

 Apollo University Conducts Workshop on Quality Research and International Publications
Expert Guidance for Ph.D. Scholars on Research Excellence and Publishing

Chittoor, June 28(skyline daily) : High-quality research
aligned with societal needs and its publication in interna-
tionally reputed journals can enable researchers to earn
global recognition while contributing meaningfully to so-
ciety, said Dr. H. Vinod Bhat, Vice Chancellor of The Apollo
University. He was inaugurating a workshop titled "The
Doctoral Journey: Essential Skills from Research to Publi-
cation", organized by the Directorate of Research at The
Apollo University. The workshop focused on promoting
quality research practices and international research pub-
lications among Ph.D. scholars and faculty members. Ad-
dressing the gathering, Dr. Vinod Bhat emphasized that a
Ph.D. is not merely a degree but a responsibility to gener-
ate new knowledge that benefits society. He encouraged
researchers to uphold scientific rigor, research integrity,
and ethical values throughout their academic journey. He
further highlighted that publishing in internationally rec-
ognized journals enhances both the visibility and impact
of research on a global platform. The keynote speaker,
Prof. R. Nagaraju from the Institute of Pharmaceutical Tech-
nology, Sri Padmavati Mahila Visvavidyalayam, stressed

the importance of conducting socially relevant and
impactful research. He provided comprehensive insights
into research problem identification, research design, sci-
entific manuscript preparation, selecting appropriate in-
ternational journals, and the publication process. Another
speaker, Dr. Ramaiah Itumalla, Dean, School of Manage-
ment, The Apollo University, delivered an informative ses-
sion on research ethics, plagiarism prevention, respon-
sible use of Artificial Intelligence in research, and best
practices for successful scholarly publications. The
programme was attended by Dr. Nitin M. Nagarkar, Desig-
nated Vice Chancellor; Mr. Anil Kumar S., Registrar; Dr. D.
Jagadeesan, Dean, School of Technology; Prof. K. Bhaskar
Reddy, Dean, School of Health Sciences and Workshop
Convener; Dr. G. B. Hima Bindu, Deputy Director, Direc-
torate of Research; faculty members, Ph.D. supervisors,
and research scholars from various departments. The work-
shop offered practical guidance to researchers on every stage
of the research journey—from conceptualizing research ideas
to publishing in reputed international journals—equipping
participants with essential skills for academic excellence.

Vestige Products Offer a Path to Better Health and
Additional Income: Puli Satyanarayana Reddy

 (By Skyline Staff Reporter)
Madanapalle, June 28: Prominent  Vestige Member  Puli

Satyanarayana Reddy stated that people can achieve both
a healthy lifestyle and financial self-reliance by using Ves-
tige products and taking advantage of the company's busi-
ness opportunities. As part of a Vestige product aware-
ness campaign, an awareness meeting was held on Sun-
day at the residence of Mounika in Reddys Colony,
Madanapalle. Speaking on the occasion, Puli
Satyanarayana Reddy said that Vestige offers a wide range
of high-quality health, personal care, and household prod-
ucts to consumers. He explained that, in addition to en-
joying the health benefits of these products, individuals
can also earn extra income through the company's direct
selling business model. He encouraged youth, women,
employees, farmers, and people from various sections of
society to make use of Vestige's business opportunities
to improve their families' financial well-being. During the
meeting, participants were briefed on the unique features

of Vestige products, their proper usage, and the business
opportunities available through the company. The event
was attended by Kishore Babu, Bhuvaneshwar Reddy,
Mallika, farmer Venkataramana Reddy, Manjula, and sev-
eral others. The program was conducted in a cordial atmo-
sphere, and many participants expressed interest in Ves-
tige products

Jana Sena to Receive Biodata from Party
Workers Starting Monday: Kalapa Ravi

 (By Skyline Staff Reporter)
Pileru, June 28:  The Jana Sena Party leadership has

invited party workers and leaders who are interested in
working for the party across the seven Assembly con-
stituencies under the Rajampet Parliamentary constitu-
ency to submit their detailed biodata at the Jana Sena
Party Central Office in Rajampet starting from Monday.
The leadership stated that this initiative is being under-
taken with the objective of strengthening the party, ex-
panding its organizational structure, and planning fu-
ture activities. Party workers and leaders from every As-
sembly constituency within the Rajampet Parliamentary

segment who are committed to contributing to the party's
growth have been encouraged to
make use of this opportunity. This
was announced in a press release is-
sued by Kalapa Ravi, the Joint
Chittoor District Jana Sena Party Sec-
retary, Director of the Pileru Agricul-
tural Market Committee, and Ob-
server for the Rajampet Parliamentary
Constituency Kalapa Ravi. He appealed to all individu-
als who are dedicated to the party's development to sub-
mit their biodata without fail.

Chittoor, June 28(skyline daily) : Vaccination is the
strongest shield for public health, said Dr. H. Vinod Bhat,
Vice Chancellor of The Apollo University, while inaugu-
rating a Continuing Medical Education (CME) program
on "Strengthening Immunization Practices: From Cold
Chain to Clinic", organized by the Department of Com-
munity Medicine, Apollo Institute of Medical Sciences
and Research (AIMSR), at the Dr. Prathap C. Reddy
Knowledge Centre Auditorium.

Addressing the gathering, Dr. Vinod Bhat emphasized
that immunization remains one of the most effective pub-
lic health interventions against infectious diseases and
has played a transformative role in protecting communi-
ties worldwide. He stressed the need for healthcare pro-
fessionals to continuously update their knowledge in line
with the latest scientific advances, evolving vaccination
guidelines, emerging vaccines, and ongoing research to
deliver high-quality preventive healthcare.

Recalling the vital role of vaccines during the COVID-
19 pandemic, he noted that immunization saved millions
of lives across the globe and has been instrumental in
controlling polio and several other infectious diseases.
He urged parents to ensure that their children receive all
recommended vaccines according to the national immu-
nization schedule and underscored the importance of cre-
ating greater awareness about immunization among
healthcare professionals, frontline workers, and the pub-
lic to build a healthier society.

The inaugural session was attended by Dr. Nitin M.
Nagarkar, Vice Chancellor Designate, The Apollo Univer-
sity; Dr. Alfred J. Augustine, Dean, AIMSR; Dr. N.
Narayana Reddy, APMC Observer; Dr. Ramya
Ramakrishnan, Associate Dean (Academics), AIMSR; Dr.
K. Ashok Kumar Reddy, Organizing Chairman and Pro-
fessor & Head, Department of Community Medicine; Dr.
C. Sravana Deepthi, Organizing Secretary and Additional
Professor, Department of Community Medicine, along with
faculty members, postgraduate students, public health
experts, and medical professionals from government and
private healthcare institutions across the state.

During the scientific sessions, Dr. K. Ashok Kumar
Reddy highlighted the critical role of vaccines in disease
prevention and eradication and underscored the impor-

Vaccination is the Strongest Shield
for Public Health: Dr. H. Vinod Bhat

Apollo University Organises CME on Strengthening Immunization Practices

tance of comprehensive immunization programs. Dr. A.
Kishore, Professor and Head, Department of Microbiol-
ogy, delivered an expert lecture on the immune system,
vaccine composition, and mechanisms of vaccine-induced
protection. The scientific program featured expert sessions
by Dr. K. Ashok Kumar Reddy, Dr. A. Kishore, Dr. B.
Thirumala Rao, Dr. P. J. Srinivas, Dr. B. G. Ranganath, Dr. V.
Chandra Sekhar, Dr. Ravi Sankar, Dr. K. Nagaraj, Dr. C.
Hanumantha Rao, and Dr. K. R. John, covering contempo-
rary topics including disease prevention, immunization
principles, newer vaccines, adult immunization, HPV vac-
cination, vaccine hesitancy, safe injection practices, cold
chain management, field implementation, and evidence-
based immunization policy. The program provided an im-
portant platform for knowledge sharing and professional
development, reinforcing the commitment of The Apollo
University and AIMSR to advancing evidence-based medi-
cal education and strengthening public health through
effective immunization practices.

Excellent Response to Sainik and Navodaya Entrance
Coaching at S.V. Vidya Mandir High School

(By Skyline Staff Reporter)
Rayachoti, June 28: The Scholarship Test conducted

for Sainik School and Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya en-
trance coaching under the auspices of S.V. Vidya Mandir
High School, located in Kothapeta, Rayachoti, was held
successfully. Nearly 120 students appeared for the exami-
nation, reflecting the overwhelming response from stu-
dents and parents. Speaking on the occasion, the school's
Director, Dr. M. Sudhakar Reddy, and Secretary, Dr. N.
Nagendra, stated that with the objective of preparing stu-
dents to excel in national-level competitive examinations
in today's highly competitive world, the institution would
commence special coaching for Sainik School and Jawahar

Navodaya Vidyalaya entrance examinations from the aca-
demic year 2026–2027. To encourage students, the man-
agement announced attractive scholarship benefits based
on the test results. Students securing the top three ranks
will be provided with 100% free coaching, while those
securing ranks 4 to 10 will receive a 50% fee concession,
and students ranking from 11 to 20 will be offered a 25%
fee concession. Quality coaching at an affordable fee will
also be provided to the remaining students. The manage-
ment further stated that, as part of its social responsibility,
completely free coaching would be offered to students
who have lost their parents. The coaching programme will
include comprehensive training under the guidance of
experienced faculty members, covering weekly tests, per-
sonal counselling, English communication skills, public
speaking, seminars, essay writing, personality develop-
ment, Bhagavad Gita sloka teaching, discipline, moral val-
ues, and sports activities. The management emphasized
that their motto, "Education with Values – The Path to
Success," aims to shape students into responsible and
accomplished citizens. Students preparing for Sainik
School and Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya entrance exami-
nations are advised to make use of this opportunity and
contact the Principal of S.V. Vidya Mandir High School,
Kothapeta, Rayachoti, for immediate registration.

Let's make a huge turnout for the 'Chalo Vijayawada'
program on July 7 and make it a grand success

Madanapalle, June 28(Skyline daily): AP Municipal
Workers Union State Vice President Varri Suresh Kumar
released pamphlets at Madanapalle Municipality urging
people to make a huge turnout for the 'Chalo Vijayawada'
program on July 7th and make it a grand success. Speak-
ing on the occasion, he said that it has been two years
since the coalition government was formed in the state,
but not a single problem of municipal workers has been
resolved in the past two years. He expressed his concern
that the workload on the workers has increased, and due
to this, a situation has arisen across the state where work-
ers are falling ill. He said that petitions to the authorities
and the government to resolve labor issues are being re-
ceived in large numbers. At this stage, the AP Municipal
Workers Union (AITUC) will take up phased programs
from June 20 in front of all the corporations, municipalities
and city panchayats in the state and will take up “Chalo

Vijayawada” on July 7. Therefore, protesting against
the anti-labor policies, they said that they will take
up phased protests from June 20 and organize the
Chalo Vijayawada program with thousands of mu-
nicipal workers on July 7. They said that if the state
government does not solve the problems of our mu-
nicipal workers by then, they will not back down
from the strike and are warning the state govern-
ment. Therefore, the municipal workers have taken
up the phased protest programs and have called for
thousands to gather for ‘Chalo Vijayawada’ on July
7th.

AP Municipal Workers Union Annamayya District Gen-
eral Secretary Devendra, senior leaders Mastan, city presi-
dents Tirumalappa, Indrani, Allahbakshu, Radha,
Janakamma, Kadirappa, Mallikharjuna, committee members
and others participated in this program.

Every eligible voter should
complete the enumeration form

 Madanapalle, June 28(Skyline daily): As part of the
Special Intensive Revision (SIR) program under the aus-
pices of the YSR Congress Party, Madanapalle Constitu-
ency Coordinator S Nisar Ahmed inspected the ward-wise
relief camps set up at the Madanapalle YSRCP office to-
day. On this occasion, he spoke to the voters under the
jurisdiction of polling stations 191, 192, 193 of the 14th
ward and made them aware of the Special Intensive Revi-
sion process. He advised that every eligible voter must
complete the enumeration form and submit it to the con-
cerned authorities or BLAs if their name is to remain in the
voter list. The enumeration forms brought by the people
who came to the camp were examined with the help of
party leaders and BLAs and the necessary details were
filled in correctly and they were helped. Answering the
doubts of the voters, he advised them to contact the
help centers set up by the party in case of any difficul-
ties. Speaking on the occasion, S Nisar Ahmed said that
the right to vote is a constitutional right of every citizen
and the YSR Congress Party is taking special steps to
ensure that not a single eligible voter is left out of the
list. He said that necessary guidance and assistance are
being provided to the people through the help camps set

up in every ward. He also asked the people to complete
their enumeration forms immediately without waiting until
the last minute. The program was attended by Intellectu-
als Forum State Secretary VS Reddy, State Minority De-
partment Secretary SA Kareemulla, former councilors
Asmat Jan, Shabana, Town Booth Committee President
N Nawaz, Bayya Reddy, Mandal Booth Committee Presi-
dent Chippili Mallikharjuna Reddy, Sankar Naik, Citizen
Bhasha, other party leaders, BLAs, ward in-charges, ac-
tivists and local people.

 Madanapalle, June 28(Skyline daily):
39 students from Annamayya district have been selected for the state-level Inspire Manak

competitions, said District Education Officer Dr K Subramaniam in a press release. Speaking on
the occasion, he said that to develop creative and innovative thinking among school students,
the National Innovation Foundation will organize Inspire Manak project competitions. He said
that 294 students from Annamayya district participated in the Inspire Manak district-level project
competitions for the year 2023-24 and 238 students for the year 2024-25. The National Innovation
Foundation organized district-level project competitions for them online. He said that out of 294
students who competed in the district level Inspire Manak competitions for the year 2023-24 from Annamayya
district, 20 students and out of 238 students who competed for the academic year 2024-25, another 19 students, a
total of 39 students, have been selected for the state level Inspire Manak competitions. They will participate in the
state level competitions to be held soon and present their projects, he said. He congratulated the winning students,
their guide teachers and District Science Officer Marla Obul Reddy for their efforts in ensuring that such a large
number of students were selected for the state level competitions.

39 Annamayya students excel in
state-level Inspire competitions


